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Background

 The Maryland Faith Community Network was inspired by 
the Congregational Health Network that began at Methodist 
LeBonheur hospital in 2006. In this model, the hospital 
established formal dynamic partnerships with member 
congregations to keep their congregants healthy.

 LifeBridge Health agreed to pilot this model in Maryland 
between 2015-2017. Four local foundations are supporting 
model development, implementation and independent 
evaluation.



Pilot Development

 Working closely with LifeBridge staff  and local faith 
leaders, we developed a unique Memorandum of  
Understanding, At-Home Care Plan and volunteer training 
curriculum.

 Congregations and hospitals are building this into their 
standard operating procedures. 

 First volunteer training was held on February 15, 2016 at 
the Pearlstone Retreat Center from 10AM-2PM.
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Volunteer Training Components

 Keynote on the interplay of  faith and health from the Ecumenical 
Theological Institute at St. Mary’s Seminary

 Model operationalization and patient privacy by LifeBridge
Health staff

 Ministry development and self-care/burnout prevention by 
Wesley Theological Seminary

 New health insurance resources from the Maryland Health 
Connection, Healthy Howard and Health Care Access Maryland

 Planning for taking this model back to leaders of  the congregation 
to implement by Maryland Citizens’ Health Initiative Education 
Fund, Inc.



GREAT 
Media 
coverage!
• Op-Ed by Rev. John Deckenback, 

Vincent DeMarco and Niel
Meltzer, “LifeBridge hospitals 
partner with faith leaders to 
improve patient health.”

• FRONT PAGE: Baltimore Sun, 
“Religious institutions enlisted to 
help keep fellow worshipers 
healthy.”

• WBAL evening news segment, 
“Maryland faith community health 
network brings patients, faith 
together.”

• Plus an Associated Press article that 
ran in news outlets across the 
country



Network Congregations

Muslim Community Cultural Center of Baltimore
New Good Samaritan Baptist Church
Open Bible Baptist Church
Perkins Square Baptist Church
Prince of Peace Baptist Church
Promiseland Community Fellowship
Shepherd’s Heart Missionary Baptist Church
The Lord’s Church of Baltimore, Inc.
Winston Ave. Baptist Church
Zion Hill Baptist Church



Next Steps

 Designing rigorous independent evaluation with PATIENTS 
program at University of  Maryland School of  Pharmacy

 Launching the network with 10 congregations for the first 
two months and growing to include up to 200 congregations 
in the LifeBridge area over the next two years

 Expanding the MFCHN to other interested hospitals and 
communities throughout the state.


