
Financial Assistance and Medical Debt Workgroup
July 1, 2025 Meeting
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• We are not re-hashing topics that were untouched in the statute by the 

six bills passed since 2022 and highlighted on the HSCRC webpage for 

this workgroup. 

• To ensure we can update regulations before the 2026 legislative session, 

the hard deadline for substantive comments is July 17.
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Ground Rules

https://hscrc.maryland.gov/Pages/financialassistanceandmedicaldebt.aspx


• Calculation of Income for the 5 Percent Payment Plan Threshold

• Interpretation of asset test stipulations in statute 

• Consideration of “Income” for Payment Plans vs Financial Assistance

• Information for consumers/patients vs for HSCRC
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Agenda



The main statutory change here is adding household size to the 

consideration for the 5% threshold. 

New language in regulations clarifies that hospital must consider total 

household income in a way that acknowledges the individual as only part of 

the household.
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Calculation of Income for the 5 Percent Payment Plan Threshold



• HSCRC would like to clarify that hospitals must use income (in the standard sense), and can use assets

• Will define “monetary assets” in next draft
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Interpretation of asset test stipulations in statute 

In Statute:



• Statute was updated from considering individual income to 

household income for payment plans. 

• Aligning “income” considered for financial assistance and payment plan 

processes is better for everyone

• Documentation – do we allow attestation for both

• Asset tests – do we allow attestation for both

• “Household” vs “family” income 
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Consideration of “Income” for Payment Plans vs Financial Assistance
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Information for consumers/patients vs for HSCRC

Was previously in the equivalent to section .04 Hospital Credit and Collection Responsibilities but is now in .03 

Hospital Information Sheet:



Public Comment
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• Will send revised draft out by July 7 at the latest

• All written comments due by July 17

• Next workgroup meeting: Wednesday, July 23⋅10:00 – 11:30am

• Commission meeting July 30
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Next Steps



Thank you!
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