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Date:		September 18, 2026
To:		Hospital Chief Financial Officers and Case Mix Liaisons   
From:     	Claudine Williams, Principal Deputy Director, HDMI  
Subject:	FY 2027 Q1 Data Forum Follow-up
Thank you to all who participated in the FY 2027 Q1 Data Forum held on September 11, 2026. Below is a summary of what was discussed and next steps.
Reminders
Staff updated HSCRC points of contact for case mix, financial, and supplemental data inquiries were presented to ensure hospitals have clear access to support resources.
Denial File Submission Timeline and Requirements
Staff reviewed the timeline for historical and ongoing denial data submissions beginning in FY 2027. All denial files must be submitted through DAVE, using mandatory naming conventions for summary and patient-level denial data files.
Key points included:
· Mandatory naming conventions for summary and patient-level denial files.
· Hospitals may submit an FY 2026 Q4 summary file consolidating denial dates from FY 2025–FY 2026.
· Only one denial file per hospital per quarter is accepted.
· Denial records must reconcile with Case Mix data using required keys: Hospital ID, account number, and service date.
Financial Data Update
The financial reporting team provided updates on FY 2026 Annual Filing requirements. All annual filings must be submitted through eF2, with templates accessible via DAVE.  Hospitals were reminded to report revenue for all Medicare Advantage Qualifying Plans.  Clinician Cost Schedule (Schedule CCS) templates were distributed on September 9, 2026 and are due December 14.
Data Processing Update
The hMetrix/Burton team shared data-processing updates including correct selection of test vs production environments, file naming compliance, and updated NDC validation.  Hospitals may use either SFTP or DAVE for connectivity.
FY 2027 Case Mix–Financial Reconciliation Workflow
Staff described the transition toward a fully integrated reconciliation workflow within DAVE including real-time reporting, automated task tracking, and export functionality.
Case Mix Audit Update
Staff presented CY 2024 case mix audit findings including variations in essential-error rates across inpatient and outpatient data categories.  Outpatient reviews averaged a 23% essential-error rate compared to 16% for inpatient.
Upcoming Workgroups
Workgroup updates were provided for Payment Models, Performance Measurement, Total Cost of Care, and ED Wait Time Reduction Commission.
Next Meeting
The next Quarterly Data Forum is scheduled for December 11, 2026.  Meeting materials and slides will be posted to the HSCRC website. If you have any agenda items, please send them to Nancy, Curtis, or myself by December 1, 2026. If you have any questions or concerns about the topics discussed above, please contact Claudine Williams (Claudine.Williams@maryland.gov), Nancy Chiles Shaffer (nancy.shaffer@maryland.gov), or Curtis Wills (Curtis.Wills@maryland.gov).
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