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Date:		December 22, 2025
To:		Hospital Chief Financial Officers and Case Mix Liaisons   
From:     	Claudine Williams, Principal Deputy Director, HDMI  
Subject:	FY 2026 Q2 Data Forum Follow-up
Thanks to all who participated in the FY 2026 Q2 Data Forum held on December 12, 2025. Below is a summary of what was discussed and next steps.
Announcements
Quality Update
Maryland will enter into the AHEAD Model beginning in 2026. CMS will set Medicare FFS global budgets starting in 2028. During the transition years (2026-2027), HSCRC will maintain the All-payer global budgets. Total Cost of Care (TCOC) Savings Target of $460M, in addition to Medicare FFS savings, must be achieved by PY7 (2032). 
Staff also reviewed CY 2026 PMWG priorities and alignment for QBR, RRIP, and MHAC programs. eCQM reporting requirements for CY 2026-2028 were discussed, including new measures and penalties for non-compliance.
ED LOS Update
Final CY 2024 performance data for QBR ED LOS is available on CRISP portal. CY 2025 preliminary data was released on December 5. ED LOS dashboard development is underway with a draft expected in February. Staff proposed maintaining improvement goals and using risk-adjusted models for RY 2027.
Audit and Integrity Update
Technical workgroup meetings began in November to review potential changes to RVUs for the Labor & Delivery Rate Center. Adjustments will be revenue neutral. Hospitals are encouraged to share this information and nominate staff for participation.
Financial Data Update
Staff announced new Kaiser Permanente and Medicaid variables for monthly experience data submissions. Hospitals must include these variables starting with the January and February 2026 data submissions due on March 30, 2026.
Reminders
CDS-A reports are available on the CRISP portal. Hospitals should use these reports to correct errors before quarterly case mix submissions. Complete the Data Forum survey sent via Survey Monkey. FY 2025 Annual Filing updates and deadlines were reviewed, including Schedule CCS submission requirements.
Data Processing Update
Updates include new naming conventions for Experience, FSA, and FSB data effective January 1, 2026, and refined validation rules for outpatient NDC and rate center checks. Hospitals should review these changes to avoid submission errors.
Upcoming Workgroups
Staff announced upcoming meetings for Insurance Denials, Payment Models, Performance Measurement, Total Cost of Care, and Volume Technical Subgroup. Details are available on the HSCRC website.
Next Meeting
The next Quarterly Data Forum Meeting is scheduled for March 13, 2026. If you have any agenda items, please send them to Nancy, Curtis, or myself by March 6, 2026. 
If you have any questions or concerns about the topics discussed above, please contact me (Claudine.Williams@maryland.gov), Nancy Shaffer (nancy.shaffer@maryland.gov), or Curtis Wills (Curtis.Wills@maryland.gov).
Q & A from the Data Forum
· Q: When will RY26 QBR cut points changes be posted to CRISP? 	Comment by Claudine Williams: @curtis - please have Dianne or Princess answer this question. It may have been answered in the chat?
· A: Pending the approval of the policy on tomorrow, we are hopeful to update the QFID with the RY 2026 revised cut point on 1/23. The final reports are already on the portal
· Q: What is the format for the ReportDate? Is it YYYYMMDD or MMDDYYYY or something else? 
· A: MMDDYYYY in the file name
· Q: Can a comprehensive list be provided for submissions? "Other hMetrix-processed ad hoc submissions (e.g., integrity files, ED LOS Adhoc)" doesn't give us enough to know where to drop files. GME or example. Is that for the adhoc or production? 
· A: We can specify these reports and also add which DAVE folder to submit them to. 
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